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        EU sees maritime aid corridor to Gaza opening this weekend amid famine fears    

    
        
                            
                    
                        This content was published on                    
                    
                        Mar 8, 2024                    
                
                        
                By Nidal al-Mughrabi and Michele Kambas CAIRO/LARNACA, Cyprus (Reuters) -The head of the European Commission said on Friday a maritime aid corridor could start operating between Cyprus and Gaza this weekend, part of accelerating Western efforts to relieve the humanitarian crisis in the war-ravaged Palestinian enclave. Ursula von der Leyen’s comments came a day after…            
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        ‘Generation Putin’ – young Russians reflect on his 24 years in power    

    
        
                            
                    
                        This content was published on                    
                    
                        Mar 8, 2024                    
                
                        
                (Reuters) – Zaurbek, 27, sees President Vladimir Putin as the guarantor of Russia’s stability. Egor, 18, says bluntly that Russia’s leaders are “unworthy”. What both have in common is that neither can remember a time when Putin, in power since the last day of 1999, was not in charge of Russia as president or prime…            
        
    

    
        
            Read more: ‘Generation Putin’ – young Russians reflect on his 24 years in power        
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        Russian missile, drones kill five in Ukraine’s north and south    

    
        
                            
                    
                        This content was published on                    
                    
                        Mar 8, 2024                    
                
                        
                (Reuters) -Russian drones killed three people in Ukraine’s south and north on Friday, while a missile strike a day earlier killed two and wounded dozens more, local authorities said. The missile strike on Thursday damaged a hospital, an emergency medical care centre, and a water utility in the northern city of Sumy, bordering Russia, the…            
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        Safety at Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant worsening, Ukraine says    

    
        
                            
                    
                        This content was published on                    
                    
                        Mar 8, 2024                    
                
                        
                By Francois Murphy VIENNA (Reuters) – Safety at the Russian-held Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant (ZNPP) in Ukraine is worsening daily, Ukraine’s energy minister said on Friday, pledging to keep pressuring Russia at the U.N. nuclear watchdog to withdraw from the site. The International Atomic Energy Agency’s 35-nation Board of Governors passed a resolution late on…            
        
    

    
        
            Read more: Safety at Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant worsening, Ukraine says        
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        Stocks Climb on Bets Fed, ECB Closer to Rate Cuts: Markets Wrap    

    
        
                            
                    
                        This content was published on                    
                    
                        Mar 8, 2024                    
                
                        
                (Bloomberg) — Stocks hit all-time highs in the run-up to the US jobs report, with investors betting some of the world’s major central banks will start slashing interest rates as soon as June. Never miss an episode. Follow the Big Take podcast on iHeart, Apple Podcasts, Spotify or wherever you listen. Read the transcript. Those wagers emboldened equity bulls expecting lower borrowing…            
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        Ukraine to receive 6 billion euro from EU in next two months, PM says    

    
        
                            
                    
                        This content was published on                    
                    
                        Mar 8, 2024                    
                
                        
                KYIV (Reuters) – Ukraine will receive 6 billion euros ($6.6 billion) from the European Union via its four-year Ukraine facility in the next two months, Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal said on Friday. The government expects to receive 4.5 billion euros in March and another 1.5 billion euros in April, Shmyhal told a government meeting. “This…            
        
    

    
        
            Read more: Ukraine to receive 6 billion euro from EU in next two months, PM says        
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        Wall Street Holds Back on Big Bets Before Key Data: Markets Wrap    

    
        
                            
                    
                        This content was published on                    
                    
                        Mar 8, 2024                    
                
                        
                (Bloomberg) — The relentless rally in stocks took a breather on Monday, with traders awaiting this week’s batch of jobs data and remarks from Federal Reserve officials for clues on the interest-rate outlook. In the absence of fresh catalysts, equities showed signs of exhaustion after a rally that drove the S&P 500 to its 15th…            
        
    

    
        
            Read more: Wall Street Holds Back on Big Bets Before Key Data: Markets Wrap        
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        Swiss Voters Back Higher Pensions, Reject Working Longer    

    
        
                            
                    
                        This content was published on                    
                    
                        Mar 8, 2024                    
                
                        
                (Bloomberg) — Swiss voters backed a plan to raise pensions, the first time in the country’s history that social benefits got an increase via plebiscite. The proposal to introduce a 13th annual payout to pensioners was supported by 58.2% of the electorate and also met the additional requirement of being passed in the majority of…            
        
    

    
        
            Read more: Swiss Voters Back Higher Pensions, Reject Working Longer        
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        Switzerland-EU Talks Will Likely Start in March, Government Says    

    
        
                            
                    
                        This content was published on                    
                    
                        Mar 8, 2024                    
                
                        
                (Bloomberg) — Talks to revamp relations between Switzerland and the European Union will likely start this month. The dialog will start as soon as the European Commission signs off on its final negotiating mandate, “probably in the course of March 2024,” the government in Bern said in a statement on Friday. Switzerland walked away from…            
        
    

    
        
            Read more: Switzerland-EU Talks Will Likely Start in March, Government Says        
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        SNB Chief Jordan Exits After Decade of Market and Bank Drama    

    
        
                            
                    
                        This content was published on                    
                    
                        Mar 8, 2024                    
                
                        
                (Bloomberg) — Thomas Jordan will leave the Swiss National Bank later this year after more than a decade as president, ending an era where his institution was at the heart of currency and banking turmoil that rippled around the world. Switzerland’s longest-serving central bank chief, the 61-year-old native of Biel in the country’s northwest will…            
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        EQT’s Galderma Seeks to Raise $2.3 Billion in Swiss Listing    

    
        
                            
                    
                        This content was published on                    
                    
                        Mar 8, 2024                    
                
                        
                (Bloomberg) — Skincare business Galderma Group AG is looking to raise about $2.3 billion in what’s expected to be one of the largest listings in Europe this year, serving as a key test for the region’s initial public offering market. The IPO in Zurich will comprise mainly new shares issued by Galderma and a smaller…            
        
    

    
        
            Read more: EQT’s Galderma Seeks to Raise $2.3 Billion in Swiss Listing        
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        Unwell King Charles absent, but still very much in the picture    

    
        
                            
                    
                        This content was published on                    
                    
                        Mar 8, 2024                    
                
                        
                By Sarah Mills LONDON (Reuters) – Britain’s King Charles will on Monday miss the first major royal event since his cancer diagnosis, but there is no sign of the monarch vanishing from public view let alone contemplating stepping down from his role, experts say. Charles, 75, has been forced to postpone all public engagements since…            
        
    

    
        
            Read more: Unwell King Charles absent, but still very much in the picture        
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        UK’s FTSE 100 logs weekly losses, lags European peers    

    
        
                            
                    
                        This content was published on                    
                    
                        Mar 8, 2024                    
                
                        
                By Shubham Batra and Shristi Achar A (Reuters) -The UK’s benchmark FTSE 100 ended the week slightly lower led by losses in aerospace and defence stocks, while the pound had its best week since November after softer U.S. data indicated the Federal Reserve might be close to cutting interest rates. The internationally focussed FTSE 100…            
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        UK police arrest boy, 11, driving BMW with stolen caravan in tow    

    
        
                            
                    
                        This content was published on                    
                    
                        Mar 8, 2024                    
                
                        
                LONDON (Reuters) – British police have arrested an 11-year-old boy found driving a BMW car along a main motorway while towing a stolen caravan, police said on Friday. Police received a call about a stolen caravan from a holiday site near Thirsk in northeastern England and were informed that a black BMW was towing it…            
        
    

    
        
            Read more: UK police arrest boy, 11, driving BMW with stolen caravan in tow        
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        Gambian ex-minister alleges racism and lies as Swiss crimes against humanity trial closes    

    
        
                            
                    
                        This content was published on                    
                    
                        Mar 8, 2024                    
                
                        
                By Emma Farge GENEVA (Reuters) -Switzerland’s first full trial of crimes against humanity concluded this week, with the defendant, a former Gambian minister accused of rape and murder, giving a defiant closing speech in which he claimed to be a victim of racism and lies. Ousman Sonko, a former interior minister of Gambia under ousted…            
        
    

    
        
            Read more: Gambian ex-minister alleges racism and lies as Swiss crimes against humanity trial closes        
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        Ireland to vote on removing ‘sexist’ references to women from constitution    

    
        
                            
                    
                        This content was published on                    
                    
                        Mar 8, 2024                    
                
                        
                By Padraic Halpin and Clodagh Kilcoyne DUBLIN (Reuters) – Ireland is poised to vote on Friday – International Women’s Day – to replace constitutional references on the importance of a woman’s “life within the home”, the latest attempt to update its socially conservative 1937 founding document. While social change in the once deeply Catholic nation…            
        
    

    
        
            Read more: Ireland to vote on removing ‘sexist’ references to women from constitution        
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        Erdogan, Zelenskiy discuss ending Ukraine war, grain deal    

    
        
                            
                    
                        This content was published on                    
                    
                        Mar 8, 2024                    
                
                        
                By Tuvan Gumrukcu and Yuliia Dysa ISTANBUL (Reuters) -Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan hosted Ukraine’s Volodymyr Zelenskiy in Istanbul on Friday for talks on the course of the Ukraine-Russia war, the defunct Black Sea grain deal, and increased defence industry cooperation, the two sides said. The Turkish Presidency said the meeting started around 1615 GMT, after…            
        
    

    
        
            Read more: Erdogan, Zelenskiy discuss ending Ukraine war, grain deal        
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        Yen’s Carry-Trade Reign in Flux as BOJ Hints at Policy Shift    

    
        
                            
                    
                        This content was published on                    
                    
                        Mar 8, 2024                    
                
                        
                (Bloomberg) — One of the most popular trades in foreign-exchange markets is losing its luster as the Bank of Japan signals the end of its negative interest rate policy. The appeal of using borrowed yen to buy securities denominated in higher-yielding currencies, known as a carry trade, is in flux after remarks this week from…            
        
    

    
        
            Read more: Yen’s Carry-Trade Reign in Flux as BOJ Hints at Policy Shift        
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        Swiss Economy Grows More Than Expected Defying Factory Downturn    

    
        
                            
                    
                        This content was published on                    
                    
                        Mar 8, 2024                    
                
                        
                (Bloomberg) — Swiss growth unexpectedly maintained momentum at the end of last year, even as manufacturing continued to weigh on the economy. Gross domestic product, adjusted for large sports events, rose 0.3% in the fourth quarter, according to data published on Thursday. That expansion, which matches the pace of the previous three month, was stronger…            
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        Italy’s Meloni unexpectedly replaces G7 sherpa with spy chief    
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                ROME (Reuters) – Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni on Friday replaced the country’s sherpa for the Group of Seven (G7) with the head of the secret service, according to a statement, in an unexpected move just three months ahead of the leaders’ summit in Italy. Luca Ferrari will be appointed ambassador to Israel at a…            
        
    

    
        
            Read more: Italy’s Meloni unexpectedly replaces G7 sherpa with spy chief        
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