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Dear guests,
We are pleased to welcome you to Ticino and hope you will enjoy your stay.

The purpose of this flyer is to inform the population about a new law passed by the citizens of Canton Ticino
that entered into force on 1 July 2016 in Switzerland’s Italian-speaking regions.

Article 9a of the Constitution of Canton Ticino has introduced a ban on face-covering clothing worn on public
property, in places open to the public and in places allocated to offering a public service. This regulation is
aimed at guaranteeing public order and security, without discriminating any traditional customs. All guests
are welcome and deserve a safe stay.

The violation of this new regulation is subject to a fine between 100 CHF (approximately 100 USD) and 1,000
CHF (approximately 1,000 USD), which may be imposed by police agents only.

Please be aware that people must uncover their face on the spot when asked to. Should they refuse to do
so, they will be detained and their statement put on record and they will be reported to the Public Prosecutor
for “prevention of an official act” (art. 286 Swiss Criminal Code).

In case of recidivism (as of 3 violations in Ticino), the procedure is given criminal status, with possible fines
of up to 10,000 CHF (approximately 10,000 USD).

We would like to remind you that should the fine remain unpaid, the municipal authorities may ask the judge
to commute the fine into a sentence of imprisonment for up to three months (Municipal Organic Law, art.
150 par. 3 and 4).
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Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. We wish you a pleasant stay.
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