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        Wrong AI-generated images in scientific journal puts pressure on Swiss publisher Frontiers    
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                Researchers accuse Frontiers of questionable editorial practices, which include publishing articles without scientific validity, just to make profits.            
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        Navalny aide suffers ‘minor health impairment’ from attack, Lithuania police say    
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                VILNIUS (Reuters) – Lithuanian police said on Wednesday they had launched an investigation into an assault on Leonid Volkov, the long-time aide to late Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny, after he was attacked outside his home in Vilnius on Tuesday. Volkov was assaulted with tear gas and a hammer, suffering among other things a bruise…            
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                LONDON (Reuters) – Britain’s economic output grew by 0.2% in January, after entering a shallow recession in the second half of 2023, figures from the Office for National Statistics showed on Wednesday. Economists polled by Reuters had forecast a 0.2% month-on-month expansion of gross domestic product for January.            
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        Russian refineries attacked by Ukraine, Rosneft refinery damaged    
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                By Guy Faulconbridge and Lidia Kelly MOSCOW (Reuters) -Ukraine launched a sweeping drone attack on Russian regions on Wednesday, causing a fire at Rosneft’s biggest oil refinery in what President Vladimir Putin said was an attempt to disrupt Russia’s presidential election. Russia and Ukraine have both used drones to strike critical infrastructure, military installations and…            
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        Russian President Vladimir Putin interview to state media    
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                (Reuters) – President Vladimir Putin gave a wide-ranging interview to Russia’s RIA state news agency and Rossiya-1 state television, days before a March 15-17 election that is certain to give him another six years in power. Below are key excerpts from the interview: NUCLEAR READINESS “From a military-technical point of view, we are, of course,…            
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                BERLIN (Reuters) – French President Emmanuel Macron and Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk will meet with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz on Friday in Berlin, German government and European diplomatic sources told Reuters. The meeting will be the first at head level with Tusk as part of the “Weimar Triangle” platform of political cooperation between Germany,…            
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        Navalny aide Volkov attacked with hammer in Lithuania    
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                By Andrius Sytas VILNIUS (Reuters) -Late Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny’s long-time aide Leonid Volkov was assaulted with a hammer in the Lithuanian capitol Vilnius on Tuesday, former Navalny spokesperson Kira Yarmysh said. “Volkov has just been attacked outside his house. Someone broke a car window and sprayed tear gas in his eyes, after which…            
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        UK economy may be turning from headwind into tailwind for sterling    
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                By Harry Robertson LONDON (Reuters) – UK wage data did its best to pull sterling down from a seven-month peak on Tuesday but the economy is showing enough signs of improvement to persuade investors that the Bank of England will still have to keep interest rates higher for longer than its peers. Sterling dipped on…            
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        Italy plans prison crackdown that pushes Western boundaries    
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                By Claudia Cristoferi, Emilio Parodi and Angelo Amante MILAN (Reuters) – Prisoners in the northern Italian city of Parma are on hunger strike over poor sanitation and overcrowding, the latest in a spate of protests in the country’s jails where cases of suicide and self-harm are at an all-time high.     Giorgia Meloni’s hard-right government…            
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        Stocks Lose Momentum After Wall Street Rally: Markets Wrap    
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                (Bloomberg) — Stocks struggled to maintain momentum in the wake of another record-breaking session on Wall Street, as a rally in Europe took a breather despite dovish comments from policy makers. The Stoxx Europe 600 index was flat, with gains for retailers and utilities offsetting losses for healthcare and telecommunications stocks. Among individual movers, Zalando…            
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        Putin warns the West: Russia is ready for nuclear war    
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                By Guy Faulconbridge and Lidia Kelly MOSCOW (Reuters) -President Vladimir Putin warned the West on Wednesday Russia was technically ready for nuclear war and that if the U.S. sent troops to Ukraine, it would be considered a significant escalation of the conflict. Putin, speaking just days before a March 15-17 election which is certain to…            
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        Federer-Backed On Disappoints With Sales Forecast, Results    
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                (Bloomberg) — Swiss sneaker maker On Holding AG forecast sales growth for this year that disappointed investors, sending shares to their biggest-ever decline. The Roger Federer-backed company also posted revenue in the last quarter of 2023 that narrowly missed analysts’ estimates.  The shares tumbled as much as 19% in early New York trading, the most…            
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        Factbox-Russia’s nuclear arsenal: how big is it, and who controls it?    
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                By Guy Faulconbridge MOSCOW (Reuters) – President Vladimir Putin warned the West on Wednesday that Russia was technically ready for nuclear war and that if the United States sent troops to Ukraine the move would be considered a significant escalation of the war. Here are key facts about Russia’s nuclear arsenal: NUCLEAR SUPERPOWER Russia, which…            
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        S&P 500 Posts 15th Record This Year as Tech Roars: Markets Wrap    
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                (Bloomberg) — The stock market powered ahead amid a renewed rally in technology companies, with traders also sifting through the latest remarks from a slew of Federal Reserve speakers for clues on the interest-rate path. The S&P 500 topped 5,100 — hitting its 15th record this year. Traders looked past weak economic data amid bets…            
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        World’s Last Negative Rate Experiment Nears Its End in Japan    
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                (Bloomberg) — The Bank of Japan is widely expected to scrap the world’s last negative interest rate in the coming weeks, marking the closing act of global central banks’ grand experiment with unorthodox policies. Governor Kazuo Ueda is forecast to raise the short-term rate from -0.1% either next week or in April in what would…            
        
    

    
        
            Read more: World’s Last Negative Rate Experiment Nears Its End in Japan        
    

                

                            
                    
    
                
    

    


    
        More    

    
        Putin’s nuclear warnings since Russia invaded Ukraine    
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                By Mark Trevelyan LONDON (Reuters) – Russian President Vladimir Putin said on Wednesday that Russia was technically ready for nuclear war – the latest in a series of warnings he has delivered to the West in the two years since he launched his invasion of Ukraine. Western security analysts say Putin’s statements are designed to…            
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        SNB Reported 3.2 Billion-Franc Loss for 2023 on Currency    
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                (Bloomberg) — Switzerland’s central bank reported a loss of 3.2 billion francs ($3.6 billion) for last year with a soaring franc offsetting gains on capital. The final results, released on Monday, show a smaller shortfall than 2022’s record loss, but still prevent the Swiss National Bank from making any payout to the government or shareholders.…            
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        Ex-Credit Suisse Customers Face Grand Jury Probes Over Taxes    
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                (Bloomberg) — Former Credit Suisse AG customers are being investigated by federal grand jurors in Miami trying to determine whether they engaged in tax fraud, expanding a long-running US probe of the bank. The customers include a Brazilian businessman whose residence on Fisher Island, Florida, was raided by Internal Revenue Service agents in 2021 and…            
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        Germany’s Backbone of Family-Owned Firms Is Up for Sale    
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                (Bloomberg) — Steffen Cyris, the owner and chief executive of Schrutka-Peukert, a Bavarian manufacturer of refrigerated deli counters and dry-age beef rooms, boasted at last year’s Christmas party about the company’s packed order books, brushing off Germany’s broader economic woes and telling employees to prepare for some extra work this year. Read a German version…            
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                (Bloomberg) — Stocks came under pressure as a trio of tech heavyweights fell, with traders wading through mixed economic data in the run-up to Jerome Powell’s testimony to Congress. Equities lost traction after a rally that has spurred concern about sky-high valuations — especially in megacaps, leaving the group vulnerable to big moves in the…            
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